Conference Agenda
EU – Western Balkan New Frontier Investment Conference
Palace of Congresses, Tirana, Albania
25–26 November 2026
DAY 1 – 25 November 2026
Time
Event
08:15–09:15
Registration
09:15–09:40
Opening session
Welcome by Mr Ali Aslan, Master of Ceremony
Opening Remarks:
· Ms. Delina Ibrahimaj, Minister of Economy and Innovation of Albania
· Ms Kerstin Jorna, Director General, DG GROW European Commission
09:45–10:00
Keynote Address
Lars - Hendrik Roller - Founder and Chairman, Berlin Global Dialogue
10:00–10:10
Audience Pulse
10:10–11:00
PLENARY I: Pitching session for Deep Tech, A.I. & dual use start-ups
Moderator: tbc
Strategic Rationale: Showing to the audience, investors in particular, that the Western Balkans is a region of opportunities and the new frontier (focus on deep tech, AI)
Speakers:
· Dr Julia Hoxha, Co-founder & CEO, Tidda, Albania
· Mr Saša Gostic, Director, Back to Balance Healthcare Group Ltd. Bosnia and Herzegovina
· Representative from Data4X, Kosovo
· Mr Miroslav Bojović, CEO, ONEAI/AIHeal, Montenegro
· Mr Simeon Markoski, Founder, Silyze, North Macedonia
· Ms Dušanka Ilić, Founder and CEO, Beyond42, Serbia
11:00–11:30
Coffee Break
11:30–12:30
PLENARY II: Mobilising Investment for Innovative Ventures
Strategic Rationale: (1) reaction of investors and IFIs supporting innovative ventures following previous pitching session and panel (2) announcement of the EIC initiative to incubate businesses (3) scope the need to complement the financing ecosystem with a VC for series B investment.
Moderator: Ms Magdalena Kouneva, Head of Sector, International Financial Institutions and Investments, DG ENEST, European Commission
Speakers:
· Mr Stephane Ouaki, Head of Department, EIC, EISMEA, European Innovation Council
· Mr Uranik Begu, Managing Director, Plug and Play
· Ms Eli Zhabevska, Principal, South Central Ventures
· Mr Miloš Matić, Founding and Managing Partner, Omorika.vc
· Mr Alberto Didoni, Portfolio Manager, DDG, SAFE
12:30–12:35
Family photo
12:35–13:30
Networking Lunch
13:30–14:00
Western Balkans: Macroeconomic Outlook
Dr Ricardo Giucci, Team Leader, German Economic Team
14:00–15:00
PLENARY III: Financing Growth: Mobilising Equity Investment
Strategic Rationale: While debt financing remains an important source of capital, a stronger equity investment ecosystem is essential to help high-potential businesses innovate, expand, and integrate EU value chains. This plenary should allow to engage with potential Local and European Equity funds and inform a strategy to attract such fund in the region.
Moderator: Mr Christophe Galand, Deputy Director and Head of Unit for Regional Strategy & Investments in the Western Balkans, DG ENEST, European Commission
Speakers:
· Mr Stefan Tzvetkov, Founding Partner, Integral Capital
· Mr Igor Čičak, Founder & CEO, Provectus
· Mr Anush Simonyan, Managing Director, Amber Capital
· Mr Borislav Kostadinov, Fund Director, Green for Growth Fund (GGF)
· Ms Ersida Docaj, Associate Director and Regional Head for TMT, EBRD
15:00–15:30
Coffee Break
15:30–16:30
PLENARY IV: Digital Infrastructure: Building Europe’s Next Industrial Platform
Strategic Rationale: Europe's competitiveness depends on building next-generation infrastructure. Unlocking this potential in the Western Balkans will require greater private investment, accelerated infrastructure modernisation, and effective public-private partnerships (PPPs). This plenary positions digital infrastructure as a key enabler of competitiveness, resilience, and sustainable growth.
Moderator: Professor Anastas Mishev, Regional Coordinator of the GÉANT South East European Forum (SEE-Forum)
Speakers:
· Ms Zana Tali, General Manager, 3CIS
· Ms Hanna Loikkanen, Chief Investment Officer, FinnFund
· Mr Hoa-Binh Adjemian, Head of Unit, Private Sector Engagement, DG ENEST, European Commission
· Mr Taavi Einaste, General Manager MEA, Nortal
16:30–17:30
PLENARY V: INVESTMENT FISHBOWL — Service industry as the next growth model for the Western Balkans
Strategic Rationale: As manufacturing becomes increasingly capital-intensive, productive services are emerging as the new engine of competitiveness, innovation and quality jobs. The Western Balkans have a unique opportunity to position themselves as Europe's next hub for digital, engineering, health, energy and logistics services, accelerating their integration into EU value chains.
Moderator: Mr Hoa-Binh Adjemian, Head of Unit, Private Sector Engagement, DG ENEST, European Commission
Speakers:
· Dr Pranvera Kastrati, Director of CEFTA
· Mr Bruno Papaj, Co-founder & CEO, Vega Group
· Mr Miroslav Virijević, CFO, HTEC
· Dr Vigan Disha, Chief Business Officer, Speeex
· Mr Nenan Novovic, CEO of Amplitudo
· Mr Djuro Stojanovic, CEO, Uhura Solution
· Representative from Ananas e-commerce
10:15–18:00
B2B Matchmaking event running in parallel to the conference
19:00
Invitation-only Dinner for Investment Conference
DAY 2 – 26 November 2026
Time
Event
10:30–11:00
Opening of the second day of the Conference
Welcome by Ali Aslan, Master of Ceremony
Speakers:
· Mr Gert Jan Koopman, Director General for Enlargement and Eastern Neighbourhood (DG ENEST), European Commission
· Mr Ferit Hoxha, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs of Albania
11:00–11:30
Investment Announcements
11:30–11:35
Family photo (at the main stage)
11:35–12:45
PLENARY VI: CROSS-SECTOR – Talent, Skills & Productivity: Unlocking Investment Through Human Capital
Strategic Rationale: The Western Balkans cannot fully predict tomorrow’s skills needs. This panel will explore how companies, investors and education providers can co-create and test new models for upskilling, practical learning and workforce development, working with the public sector where needed. The focus will be on starting small, learning quickly and scaling what works.
Moderator: Dr Olta Manjani, Deputy Minister of Economy and Innovation, Government of Albania
Speakers:
· Mr Ricardo Espinoza, Head of Vocational Education and Training (VET) and Manager of PISA-VET at the OECD Centre for Skills
· Mr Arturas Piliponis, Partner, EY Digital Leader for EU institutions, Ernst & Young (EY)
· Mr Petar Ninovski, Founder & CEO, Brainster Group
· Mr Gianluca Ciminata, CEO, The Lutech Global Competence Center
· Mr Richard Amor, Director for Enlargement and Neighbourhood, EIB
· Mr Frieder Wöhrmann, Team Leader of the Regional Challenge Fund Management Unit, KfW
12:45–13:15
Coffee Break
13:15–14:30
PLENARY VII: Cleantech as a catalyst for Western Balkan competitiveness and European industrial integration
Strategic Rationale: Europe's competitiveness depends on building next-generation infrastructure. Unlocking this potential in the Western Balkans will require greater private investment, accelerated infrastructure modernization, and effective public-private partnerships (PPPs). This plenary positions energy infrastructure as a key enabler of competitiveness, resilience, and sustainable growth.
Moderator: Mr Mauro Di Veroli, Head of Cooperation, European Union Delegation to Serbia
Speakers:
· Mr Viktor Garbev, Executive Vice-President, CWP
· Mr Jorge Oses, Director of Business Development for Europe, Enhol Group
· Mr Dimitrios Dimou, General Manager, TITAN Antea
· Mr Dejan Markovic, Country General Manager for Serbia, Schneider Electric
· Mr Francesco Corbo, Regional Head of Energy for the Western Balkans and Croatia, EBRD
· Ms Rima Le Coguic, Regional Director for Enlargement and European Neighbourhood, AFD
14:30–15:30
Hosted Networking Lunch
15:30–17:00
PANEL I: Economic Complexity, Industrial Policy and the Future of Growth
Europe’s Competitiveness and the Western Balkans' Investment Potential
Moderator: Ms Alma Kanani, Practice Manager, World Bank
· Prof. Dr Keyu Jin, Professor at the University of Hong Kong
· Mr Enrico Letta, Former Prime Minister of Italy (online)
· Mr Charles Michel, Former President of the European Council
· Mr Massimo D’Alema, Former Prime Minister of Italy
17:00–17:30
Coffee Break
17:30–19:00
PANEL II: A Strategic Dialogue with Regional Leaders – The Western Balkans and Europe's Future
Moderator: Mr Ali Aslan, Master of Ceremony
· H.E. Mr Edi Rama, Prime Minister of the Republic of Albania
· Ms Marta Kos, European Commissioner for Enlargement
· Prime Ministers of Western Balkans countries (tbc)
19:15–21:00
Official Reception and Standing Dinner at the Palace of Congresses
Key Program Sectors

